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In handling this Queſtion, or Caſe of Conſci- 


| Scriptures, being tranſlated into Engliſh metre, you 


ence touching ſinging of the Plalmes found in the 


have theſe 6. generals preſented to you. 


I. Themarrantableneſſe of it from the word of God. 

2+ The unqueſtiondentſſe of it in all Ages, 

3+ The ancientneſſe of uſe of it in all the reformed 

Churches. 
4+ The neceſſarineſſe of it with other Ordinances. | 
5+ The uſefulneſſe of it for Gods glory and mans comfort. 
6. The wnjuſtzeſſe of mens exceptions againſt it, and 
their ob|ef;ons anſwered, 
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_ Goſpel Muſick, 


1. The warrantableneſſe of it from the word of word, 


Hriſtians under the Goſpel, and New Teſtament, 
have commended , yea commanded to them 
the ſinging of Pſalmes in publick and privat, 
both by precept and paterne,Ephef:. 5. 19. Spea- 
king to your ſelves in Pchmer, and Hymner, and ſpiri= 
rituall Odes, or Songs, (as we tranſlate it ) making 
melody in your hearts to the L1rd. This Apoſtle having cur the 
hefians ſhort of all vain mirth, verl. 4. not allowing them 714, G20, © 
Each jeſting which thewiſeſt moral men counted virtue*, yet word 
enjoynes them this heavenly mufick of finging Pſalms, as that ilavuis. 
which will both glad their hearts (making, ſaith he, melody in is the nameo 
| : your hearts) and glorifie God (making it to the Loyd)So Colofl. 3. 8 virruc in Ar. 
16. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in yourichly, in all wiſedomegeachi Bhic, 
and admoniſping your ſelves in Pſalmes, and Hynmes, and Piricual 
Odez, or as it is in our tranſlation, firitrnall Songs, ſinging with 
grace in your hearts tothe Lord. The Apoſtle having zecalouſlly in- 
veighed againſt allJewiſh ceremonies, ch.2.yet here puts home 
this duty of ſinging of Pſalmes, as that which did fait with 
a godly mans grace, and Gods glory. Jam.5.13. Is any afflifted ? 
Let bimpray. 1s any merry ? Let bim ſing Pſalmes. The Apoftle 
doth as well command finging as praying; and ſhewes that 
imging Pſalmes is as proper to Chriſtian Joy, as praying is 
to Chriſtians afflitions. Chriſt himſelfe ſang with his Diſci- 
ples, Matth. 26.30. And Paul and Silas ſang in the Stockes, 
As 16. Se. Pax ſaith, 1 Cor. 14. 15. he will fing with the ſpirits 
thatis, by the holy Spirit, in his own ſpirit - affeftions, but 
with underſtanding alſo; that is, in a tongue underſtood of him 
an | others in common with whom he ſang, as the 16. verſe 
cleareth. The Angels vocally doe lings Luk. 2. 13. The Chore, 
2 | the 
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by -'S Goſpel Muſick. * LE LIAR 
[<7Y _ the Greek word,the Syriack word in the Syriack copie,' the He- 
the Seve, brew-word in Hutters Hebrew tranſlation, the matter aud oc-- 
> Davids Cafion ſhew they ſang *. In the Revelation we have oft mention 
lalmes, of ſinging, alluding to Moſes Songs,and Davids Pſalms,by men= 
Br MV tioning Hallelujah: Whether you underſtand the Church tri- 
FS umphant, or rather militant, both confirme the excellencic of 
oaram arce- f; ging, theſe places are as evident as evident may be, and fo 
he Hebrew Fare beyond all exception,as that — can be made a- 
ord bon gainſt them. They are alledged out of the new Teſtament, fo 
the Title of that there is no pretence to be made, that they belong to the 
Dayids Pſalmg time of the Law. They are not onely ſpoken, but prattiſed by 
| Chriſt and his Apoſtles : And their expreſſions are fotull, that 
| they include all godly finging, by what names or termes ſo- 
$3 ever they be ap whether we diſtinguiſh as Ferom accor- 
| ding to the ſubje&t, that | 
Hymnosr eſe Pſzlmes are of Moral things , as what wee ought to pra« 
cendum, @tiſe, or leave undone. Hymnes of Divine things ſetting 
gnifortitxdi- forth the power and Majeſtic of God , admiring his be- 
wem &- maje- nefits and afts of providence. Canticles, Odes,or (as they are 
| Fatem predi= here tranflated) Spiritnzll Songs arc of Natural things, as of the 
ant Dei & concent, order, and cocord of the world , and all the crea- 
| Juſdem ſem- tures, but in a ſpirituall way, as he hath it in the beginning of 
per vel benefi- his diſtin&tion : He that is full of the Spirit (faith he) can take 
Fra, vel fat; Pſalmes and Hymnes, and Canticles, ſpiritually. 
rantnr. 
Dad onnes Pſalmi continent, qnilus HalleInjah vel prepoſitum vel ſubjetnm eſt. 
 ſalmi autem proprie ad Ethicum locum pertinent, ut per organum corports quid facie 
+ quid vitandum ſit noverimus. Dui vero de fuperioribus diſputat &- concer- 
um mundi, onmiumque creaturarum ordinem _ concordiam ſubiilu diſputator 
aifjerit, i ſte ſpirituale canticum canit. Hieron.in Epheſ.comment.largior.lib-3-inc. 5. 
Or whether we diſtinguiſh of Pſalmes according to the an- 
thours ( as ſome doc) that Pſalmes fignifie Davids Þ ſalmes ; 
Hymnes, the ſongs compoſed by Moſes, Exod. 15. Deat- 31. 30. 
' Deborah, Jadg. 5. Iſziab chap. 5. &c. Spirituall ſongs, are thoſe 
' that are compoſed of other godly men, touching the benefits 
of God tas at the beginning and ending of our ſinging Pſalms 
there is the Song of Ambroſe, a thankſgiving after the Lords 
—_— and a prayer againſt the Turk and Pope in meeter by 
R.}. And many ot the pious Ancients penned many ſpiri = 
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Gofpel Muſick. — 1 
all Songs ii Latine and Greek.* Now whether Chriſtians/had:*Sce Bibli=" 
rather | wxomgy thoſe compoſed by men endued with the 9%: P atrums- 
infallible {piric of Prophelie, Fivois them to. confider. Bar of: 
this atter- | 

Or whether we diſtingniſh with Calvin, A Palme is ſung 
rogether with an in{truament. A Hymne is a Canticle,or ſong 0 
praiſe. An Oe , or ſpirituall ſong , contains praiſes and pre- | 
cepts, or in{truftions and exhortations. * MIZMOE 

Or whether we diſtinguiſh as Bezz, Zznchie, and the notes in | the particu 

_— , » lar Tizle of 

our _ Bibles. That P/a/mes are thoſe that containe vari- many plalmes: 
ous and mixt arg1ments, as Lamentations and complainings || Gr,Schol. - 
to God, narrations of our condition before God, expoltlations Cheyſl. 
and reaſonings with God,to grant good, or remove evill. Theſe ** The word © 
(they ſay) the Hebrewes call fizmmrim,* of Zamar to ſing. © -- "y - 
Hymnes are «murinzi, Laudative, which properly handle the qt hore 
praiſes of God. Therefore rhe Greek Writers ſays!| 5 Jv rr 58 phimes of de. 
Janus dytoripO-, di yap drw Nuydues yurect ww 88 y & ([alnasr 3 Brees which 
That is, a Hymne is more holy then a Pfalme : for the ſupernall — 
powers, or Angels doe ling Hymnes of God to God ; bur doe — - 
not fing Pialmes. Theſe Hymnes (they ſay) are called in He are called © 
brew Tehillim, praiſes, of Halal to praiſe. Odes , or ſpiritnall Pſalmes of © 
Songs, are peculiar Hymnes of ſome G iall matter of praiſe; Degrees 
ſhorterin quantity, and of an higher forme and ſtraine of. Dj= Some nice cris 
vine Poetry ; and theſe, ſay they, the Hebrewes call S:hirim, of — wap. 


_ made on the 
Scurto fing. words,b,ſome, 


' Yet Imutt tell you by the way, that theſe words in Hebrew: bur not ſolid 
doe not makeſuch a preciſe difference. For Tebillim is the ge--enough wo 
nerall Title of all the Plalmzs. M:fmr the particular Title of Round a dis 
molt Pſalmes. Ad Schir the promiſcuous Title ſometimes of o« — | 
ther Plalmes, as well as of the Pfalmes of Degxrees. Nor doe Apoſtle a - 
the Greek words make ſuch a diitinguiſhing yy hen : Fora plics two - 
Palme is of Alanxncs eo ling. And - Hz mne of VuVED , to ling the words 
praiſe, And an O4e,calleda ſpirituall Ode or Song , by our edbyTes xau 
tranſlators is of the word A'4s, to fing. So that it ſeemes to Wanorns. 
me, that the Apoltle uſeth many words to fignifie that all our 22! *ixce 
finging,of what ſort ſoever, ſhould be of divine things,and not OY | 


vain things,to gloritie God, and not to pleaſe our fooliſh phan» P(ulmes > 


talies, WSN + Hymnes and 
But whether we diſtinguiſh n one way or the other, ,weſee p;,;1u4/ ſongs 


3 the Epheſ.5.1 9. 
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; cap 11, 
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the Apoſtles preſle the dutie of ſpirituall finging, whether of 
this kind, or that kind, whether called of men by this name or 
that name. In which injun&tions the Apoſtles are ſo cleare,that 
very few, fince thecomming of Chriſt, that I know of, have 
made ({cruple of the thing . And if any have, of lates they ne- 
ver mention theſe places, as if either they did not remember 
them,or gould not anſwer them. 


2. The unqueſtionedneſſe of Singing in former Ages. 

Arguſtine, who flouriſhed about 385 years after Chriſt,makes 
mention of one Hilariw(ſhould ſeem he was a Romangbecauſe 
he ſaith he was of the order of Tribunes) who through hatred 
of the ſuperſtitious Prieſts, was wont to diſlike Ecclefiaſticall 
iinging of P{almes. Againſt whom the ſaid Angryſtine ( as he 
ſaith himſelfe) wrote a book in the behalfe of Ecclefiaſticall,or 
Charch-finging of Pſalmes ; which book began thus : They that 
make mention. 

Zanchie that was a famons Writer ſome 50. yeares fince,ſaith 
that ſome argued againſt finging of Pſalmes, Herells us their 
Arguments, 1. That Eli3ib derided the finging of Baals Prieſts. 
2. Chriſt bids us pray in our ſecret Chambers. 3. Hanna 4s commen= 
ded for ſilent prayer, ſhe myving only her lips. 4+ The Church of Rome 
when it pas more pureyAid not ſing, 4s witneſſe whereof at thit day there 
5s nor Organs nor ſinging m the Popes ſecret Chappell. Which argu- 
ments are ſo filly, that they deſerve no anſwer : Ileavethem to 
choſe that ſcruple at ſinging to anſwer; for ſure they will find 
that in that 1 Kings 18. There is not the leaſt intimation that 
Baals Priefts ſang. They will cafily ſay;that privat oy 
ſinging of Pſalmes are twodiſtin& things. They wil queſtion it 
the Church of Rowe,while purer,did not fing (which is doubr- 
full, as we ſhall ſec in the antiquity of the praQtice of finging 
in all ages fince Chriſt) wherher ic will follow that not ſingin 
was any part of thepurity of the Church of Rome. Hf it had, 
the Popes would not ſo obſerve the omiſſion of it in their more 
ſecret Chappell. Sure their Apoſtle Peter, whoſe ſucceffors the 
Pope pretends to be, did fing with Chriſt and his Apoltles at 
the holy Supper. And thus you heare all the queſtion that 
hath been made (that I know of ) of ſinging in all ages, till 
this age, wherein every old Herefie, is revived, tripping _m_ 
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C efpel MHeuſich. 5 
of all. Anabeptiſme.that began to oppoſe Reformation in fa- 
 mous Luthers time;, is riſen againe, taking away Baptiſme 
from bclecvers children. Antinomianiſme, that oppoled in 
worthy Parews his time, is ſprung 4p take away comman* 
dements and duties. Familiſme in H. N. the authour his time, 
is ſprung up totake away theſignes of grace, and ſet up imme» 
diate revelations. nianiſme, in Pelagius and Socinus his 
time,the brood of him, is ſprung upto take away the power of 
grace,and the condition of faith, to advance nature and uni- 
verſall redemption. Socinianifme in the time of Hereticall Ar- 
riws, is ſtarted up againto take away the Deicy of Chriſt. E- 
picuriſmezas ancient as the time of the Sadduces, isxiſen, which 
takes away the immortalitie of the ſoule. Antiſabbatarianiſine 
that was rank in the reigne of the Prelats. B. Fhize, D. Heilyn, 
D. Teens is now revived;taking away the Sabbath. 

And ſo the opinion of the Hilarians nulawfulneſſe of fingi 
Pſalmes, is riſen again from the dead, that before lived in Hil 
r: his time, to take away this Goſpel ordinance, and ſweer 
ſolace of the ſanftified ſoule. 

Burt before the great fall of Antichriſt, there muſt be a great 
falling away of ſeeming Chriſtians, as the Scriptures warn us. 
If we have not a mind to fall away , let us keep cloſe to the 


— | 

e Scriptures hold forth to us moſt clearly rnis Goſpel- 
mubfick,or be ſure of it, it had been buricd with the Jewiſh cere= 
monies,But par 9; "x taught the Iſraclites finging before the 
Tabernacle was built, Exod. 15. And Chriſt and his Apoltles 
injoyn and praGtiſe ſinging after all Davidicall muſicke , and 
Tenple Hymnes were down ; and the beſt reformed Churches 
ever ince have praQtiſed : let us not loſe our ſweet ordinance, 
all little enouga to cheer ourſoules. 


3. The ancientneſſe of the uſe of Singing. 


To make good what ſay, that finging of Pialmes hath © antiqui- 
beenin praftice among all reiormed Churches up to the time us eo melins- 
of Chrilt and his Apoſtles 3 and to begin at theſe times, and ſo 
aſcend : for the ancienter the praftice , the more authority is 
in the example. 4 

1 At 


| C bi . . 
F m5 Tok culatory lingings, ſaying, that not voyces, but deyotions aſ- 


| Ret valtat. | 


| medioc's. they ſang no more reverently. And heis cited to ſay, Better it 5s to 
Fdiſtince.5, ſing five P[almes with purity, ſerenity, and ſpiritual! cheerfulneſſe of 


Lb. 9. Cor: (as Bacholc. aftirms,) is ſaid by Ar:2uſtize to have zealouſly pur 


- 365. B.iji! the great;a learned pious man,mightily commends the 
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1643. r.. Arthis time the Churches in England,Scotland,Holland, 
Geneva, New England, praiſe it. 

1540, 2. In Lxthers time, above an hundred yeares ſince, it was in 
much eſtceme with him and godly perſons. He would fay ro his 
Chriſtian company when he: heard of the threats of Princes, - 
and Popes, and Bifh>ps againſt him, Come, come, {aid he, let #s 

g ſing the 4:5. Pſalm,and let them all doe what they can. 

+7- Rabanus Maurus, a Commentator on the Bible,who flouriſhed 

| about Ar..Dom. 847. commends the honelt plain ſong;the plain 

| {inging of Churchesin ages preceding/him. 

| An. Cp, 590, Gregory the great flouriſhing An. 590. diſlikes not finging,but 
that men ſhould be cholen to doe that onely, who attended (o 
to finging,as toneglef holinefle of life , Juſt as our Cathedrall 
men, who fing the Scriptures, prayers,&c. 

For Hieron and Auguſtine it makes no matter which we put 
firſt, though in age (we know) Hieron was ancienter then Awgre- 
ſiine, we look to the orderof times when men likely might 
write thoſe things we quote; yet that men may not miſta- 
kingly think we miltook, we put Auguſtine firlt, as younger in 
age. 

385. Arguſtine, who was made Profeſſor of Rhetorick,and heard 
| 4. lib. de Ambroſe (as Bucholcerus ſaith) about 385. atter writing divers 
x bookes, commends the Churches in Egypt for their ſweet eja=- 


cend uptoGods cares. Adding that he would have their pub- 

lick ſingings to be ſuch as that all the people might underitan- 

dingly ſay Amen. He wrote alſo a boo oat we have ſaid) a» 

gainſt Hilariws in the behalte of ſinging. | 

. Hieronymus made a Presbyrer(at 20 years of age) about A.D. 

|, 353: 353-(ſo Heloicw)and wrote his Catalogue of Nuſtrious men, 
Canon. Non ;hout Ar Dom 392. ({o Bucholcerws) finds fault that in his time 


| /36.2, cap.31. 


heart, then all the Pſalter with diſtraQions of heart. 
369 Ambroſe made Epiſc. Mediol. about 369. yeares after Chriſt, 
efſionum on the Weſterne Churches: in finging of Hymnes and Pſalms. 
| * Among whom the Roman Church was then eminent. 


lIinging 


_ rant. 


Goſpel Muſick, $0 7 
fringing of Pfalmes (as we ſball heare afterwards in the uſe- ©" 0 
falneſſe of irY and therefore-no doubr jt was the cuſtome of the 
Greek Churches in his time,who flourited about 365. yeares 365, ' 
after Chriſt: So he in his Com. in Gr..upon the Pſalms, | a! 
Athataftus advanced finging inthe Greeke Church of Alex» 
andria, who flouriſhed about the yeare 325: viz. then made E- , , - 
piſcop: eo loci, which Auguſtinecommends, and Gregory in imitats 
in the Latin Charch. | ti<2. Ton 
Tertullian, who flouriſhed 'neerer the Apoſtles times, ſaith, I 9 4. 
that the Chriſtians after their Lovesftafts., as Fade calls them, Apologet. 
(Tertullian uſeth the ſame word) were wont to fingour of the £23, rg, 
holy Scriptares. f 70471955 113 of 27775 2v1:ita fig Flade 12, 
ſcbins tells us,that P/anie the ſecond (about Am 98.) wrote” g8. 
an Epiltſe to Trajanthe Emperoar, that the Chriſtians being ga- !nthe time of 
thered together before day,were wont to fing together Hynines the 4poltles, 
and praiſes to Chriſt as to a God: [And the ſame Ewſeb;15, teſtis Thi Epiſt. of 
fies,that Philo Fudews did teſtific the fame of the Chriſtians ſings ©1713 extant 
ing, which Philo Fudeus did, (as Exſebiws afficmerh) livein the #2 Exſeb. in 
time of ſome of the Apoſtles. And aflures us alſo, that the ſaid hiſt. Ecclef. 
Plinie and Trejenlivedin the time of the Apoſtle Fohn, who died 135-3: cap. 33+ 
not till abour 100. yeares after Chriſt - | Euſeb. Hiſt. 
Ard thus Thave brought the _—_ of the Churches in fing» Eccleſ: 1b. 2. 
ing of Pſalmes. up to the Apottles times, by the writings of the c2p-17- 
moſt godly and learned men of former ages, whoſe judgments 
you have heard approving the goodnefle of the praftice,as well 
as their Hiſtories affirming thetruth of the fat. 4X 2f 
Upon which Znchie boldly affirmes, that finging was au A- 
poſtolicall inſtitution. And no wonder he ſhould be bold in 
this,when the text of Scriptures we laid down at firit, ;are {0 c- 
vident; from which no- doubt the Churches. took their war- 


4: The neceſſarineſſe of Singing with other Ordinances. 


The Churches welt knewthar ſome ordinances aremaimed 
without the connexion of this Gofpe/+ /wittizhem!/3+-if we 
follow the ond exainple of -and! theApoliles. 
How doe we celebrate a day's praiſe for 'deliverance,' accor- 
ding tothe Scriptures, unlefle we have Pſalmes and Hymnes of 
praile,as Moſes 4 ad;Exod: 15. __—_ had,Judg; 5- Davidhad, 


2 Sam. 
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2 Sam. 22.2 ? which Plalmes all Iſrac! ſang, Exod. 15. 1. Pſa). 
18, How doc we recejve the communion after the example of 
Chritt (which we jallty urgefor fitting at the Communion, ) 
if after the adminiſtration thereof we doe not 'fing an Hymne- 
or Pſalme ? When are we Chriſtiam-like merry, if not for re- 
ceivall of mercies from the hand of God? And how are we 
merry according tothe preſcript of Scriptures, Jam. 5. if we 
ſing not? Saints glory in tribulation oft-times, Rom. 5, 2. ſo 
that Pad and Sls fing Plalmes in the prifon, yea in the ſtocks. 
What kind of Chriſtians then are we, that will not fing at all ? 
Seaſon noduries with finging ? Whereas the Churches in the 
primitive times, in the ten perſecutions, ſugared and ſweetned 
their meerings and duties with: fingi Plalmes afore they 
arted, as we heard before. The is.deyout ſinging of 
ſalmes is a ſayouric ſauce to reliſh every condition and or- 
dinance, thatis an erated Ordinance. For Baptiſme after 
once adminiſtration, is never to be repeated. Before Sermon 
the Charches fing, to quicken their hearts to prayer. Aﬀter the 
communion they ting, to raiſe them up in praiſe. YeaI may 
ſay, this ſpi ſauce is meat it ſelfe. In finging we pray, 
wepraiſe, we confeſſe, we petition, we exhort, we meditatc, 
we belerve, we joy, we mourn. Singing ispraiſmng, Ephel: 
$5.19. 20. Speakzng # your ſelverin Pſalmes and giving thankes al- 
wayes. It is joying ; In theſame place, Adaking melody in your 


Pl. 38, ride, bearts. Its wediraring. Intheſameplace, Neckeg to your ſelves. 


or firſt verſ. So As Davidentitles one of his Pfalmes!, 4 


in Hebr, 


'ſalme to bring #0 re- 


membranze. i is veaching 5 Exborting and admonifting our owne 


$9 Gr. Nev fouls, Colof.3.16. Teaching and admoniſbing your ſelves m Þ ſalms, 
xovTE5 xal 1- xc, Tt is morring Sec Davide many Penitentiall Palms. And 


IvtTE TH 
$>VTs5 , 


c 


"that 103. Pſalnic, whoſe cithe, vc fart verſe (fo-im the Hebrew) 


is, A proje of the afflifted when he 1s over-whelmed,and h ent bus 

aint befove the Lord; When we' wilt be in the Lord, 
we muſt ſfing,Jam.5.13.But he doth not fay , but that when we 
are'ſad ord, we inay ling ; a5 the Saints have done, 


as weſeeinthicinſtanceswe have given. To which .adde the 
ſad fongofrhc Lametitations of Jeremiah forthe affliftions of 
theCharch,and: made in curious meetre with great varictic 
(as rheythat know the Hebrew can'fce) which the Jewes ſung, 
for many years, 2 Chron-35-24,25. And all Fudab and Fernſs- 

W" lem 
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lem mourned for Fofiah (for his death was the beginning of the ©77 22.Je2re 


affetions and conditions of men to fing Plalmes upon a day of 


humiliation.lt is moſt certain alſo,u mn good ex 
rience, that finging of Pſalmes "op mightily bled So 
ſoule evento teares. The Pſalme after a Sermon ſometimes 
hath done that which the Sermon alone could not doe. The 
Sermon as it wereturned the wind into a warme quarter to 
begiwto thaw theſoule; and then the Pſalm hath been as the 
breaking out of the Sun-beames, to make the heart run with 
melting. As for petitions , confeflions of finnes, conteflion of 
confidence in God, they are the common language of Pſalms. - 
See the whole Book of Pſalmes. 


5- The ſefuineſſe of Singing Pſalms. 


As forthe uſefulneſſe of finging Pſalms; much may be ſaid. 
Singing is the making in a ſpeciall manner mans tongue tobe 
his glory. Awake my glory, ſaith David, that is my tongue in fing- 
ing to glorifie God. God hath nor given ſfjeech to man , but to 
glorific him too. Nor zbiſt/ing or hitting, cocall toone another, 
(as the Lord ſaith, hewilhiffe for z Nation, and Chriſt ſaith, his 

hear his voice, alluding to the whiltling of the Shepherd) 
but for his glorie too. That we may call coone anotherto go 
up tothe houſe of the Lord, or to any other pious bulineſl. 
God hath given hearing to hearhim in his Word, as well as 
men in the world; Speech to pray to himas well as to ſpeak to - 
men: Sight to conſider of his works, as well a man to look up- 
on his own : And therefore he hath given the naturcall gitr of 
Singing (a Muſick that excels all inſtrumentall )tothe end to 
praiſe and worſhiphim', every man quickning himſelf and 
Others by ſymphonie, and finging concent together. Singing 
is the onely aCtive yocall propheſying that is allowed to wo- 
men it the Church. '1 Cor. 11. _— which dutie ſhe is to keep 


2 ] On 
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7%  -onher yeil (the badge of her ſubjeftion to her husband ) that 
as ſhe might not entice others eyes by the beautie of her face, 
| ſonortheir earesby the ſweetnelſeof her voice. Singing is : 
, great preparation to elying, both extraordinarie an 
ordinarie. Theſtorie Lug famous, in whom the extra- 
ordinarie fpiritof propheſying was ſtirred up,by Muſick, and 
his own troubled Firin of grief and unfitneſfle for prophelie 
was allayd and ſweetned. 2 King. 3.13,14,15. And Eliſha ſaid to 
tbe King of Iſrael, What have Ito do with thee ® &c. And Eliſpa ſaid, 
Oc. ſurely were it not that I regard the preſence of Jehoſhaphat the 
King of Jud þ, I would not look towards thee, nor ſee thee. But now 
bring me 4 Minſtrel. And it came to paſſe-when the Minſtrel played, 
that the hand of the Lord (that is, the ſpirit of prophelic) came uz 
on him. And he ſaid, Thus faith the Lord, &c. and ſo went on 
propheſying tothe three Kings there met. If this Muſick being 
onely in{trumentall, made by a private perſon, and ſoonely 
civill, did thus move the Propher ; how much more will yocall 
Church Mufick in finging Plalms, inſtituted by God ,. incite 
Cujus ope!4, graces? Bur if there was ſpiricuall ſinging joyned with his 
(ideſt fil < playing, as Janis affirms, that El;ſba his ſpirit troubled with 
cine) pertu'> © the fight of the two wicked Kings there preſent, the King of 
batws ipfius *Edom, and theKing of Iſracl, was compoſed and ſweetned 
(ideſt Pro> © by ſome ſpirituall Song of that Minſtre) , and ſo fitted for 
phete ) ani» that celeſtiall gift or office of propheſying, then is the place 
mw ex pre” © more exprelie _ our purpoſe. And for ordinarie propheſy- 
ſentia impii ing, both preaching and hearing, let Miniſteps and Chriſtians 
regis Iſraeli- confelle their own experience, whether holy ſinging of Pſalms 
zarum jeds= havenot much fitted them for dutie, and after ſoaked in that 
retu'. Et ſþi- they have ſpoken and heard. I knew a very learned and hol 
rituali carmi= Divine that (aid, Muſick fitted his ſpirit to make a ſpecia 
ne comparas Choice of a fit Text. And Janixs ſaith on that place, but now 
retur ad ce- mentioned, that the mulick of him that plaid and ſung to 
leſtia predi- Eliſha was in part tro make the Kings fit to hear, as to make 
cend a, ficut E!iſba fit to ſpeak prophetically.Many that are not yet brought 
aliorum ad ea\10 home to Religion as they ſhould , may be brought in to 
ercipienda. lome love with religious duties for the ſake of that ſweet one 
For in 2 fingingsof Plalms. The Indians arc drawn tothe Churches in 
eg.c-3-v.13. New-England, by delighting intheir finging day, that is,their 
Ec» imging on the Lords day. It Saws wicked ſpirit was * o 
| * lay 


Goſpel Muſick. FI 
layd inprivate by the maſick of David (mentioned by the ho- 
ly Ghoſt for onrvbſervation) David being called the ſweet Singer 
of Iſfze!, how nuach more might he be taken with the publick 
Ordinance, as he was with the propheſyings of the Prophets, 
as his meſſengers alſo were, 1 $:m.19.20,21;22,23,24? Learned 
Peter Matty faith on'this place, That the Prophets nu met in their 
Colledge ſang fome pertinem Pſalms; whith Saul's meſſengers being 
overcome with a divine aw or tranſe, ſang with th:m.So he. And why 
not asſome other think that Sa«/alſo might ſing with the Pro- 
phets, as well as ſay as the Prophets did, bring by God par 
undertheſame aw, and into the ſame condition as his meſen- 
gers: If carnall. men may be thus carche with ſpirituall fing- 
ing, how much more may comers on in Religion be drawn 
farther on, and excited in devotion. I Cor. 14.15, 16. Iwillpray 
with the ſpirit, and Twill pray with underſtanding alſo ; Twill fing with 
the ſpirit, and IT will fong with underftanding alſo ; elſe when ym ſhall 
bleſs with the ſpirit, hw ſhall he that occupieth the roome of the un= 


learned* ( that is, the private weaker Chriltian )ſay Amen. Sec * The Gr. is 
the Apoſtle Joynes praying and ſinging together under the 1dior! 
alt 


ſame notion. And that the Joynt performance of either 
in the Church draws all among them to ſay Amen, that is, to 
vote and devote the ſame defires of ſoul with thereſt of the 
Congregation to God. 

Singing is ſuch a notable promulgating and ſetting forth of 
the name and mind of God, that it is prophefted that Chritt 
ſhonld declare the mind and name of God under the notion of 
finging. Hebo2 . 12. Forwhich cauſe he(that is, Chrit) not aſpa- 
med to call them(that is Saints ) brethren, ſaying, T will declare thy 
Name nnto my brethren, in the midſt of the Church will 1 ſins praiſe 
unto thee ; as you know he did by preaching to, and finging 
with the Apoſtles after the New Teſtament paſſcover,the Com- 
munion, as Aoſer taught Uracl a ſong after their Old Teſta- 
ment pafſeover, the ſeal whereof they received in Mgypt, and 
the thing ſignified, partly in Fgypr, and partly anon 2t the 
Red ſea. By finging we preſent unto our ſences and: minds 
thelively type'ot heavenly joyes' whether to be afted/by the 
Charch triumphant in Heaven, or under Heavew at the great 
reſtauration, when the ſpiritaall Pharaohs, the Antichrilts of 
the world, ſhall be drowned in the Red g > of their own blaod. 
3 In 
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In three verſes of foure it is ſaid three times Alelwjah by the 
Church ſeeing the fall of Amichriſt. Revel. 19 ,2,3,4. Singing 
of Pſalms according tothe es preſcript is. a making or 
aging rhe Word to dwell richly in us. Colof. 3. 16. Let the word 
of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all wiſedom, teaching and admoniſhi 

one another in P (alms. A filling of us in publick with the ſpirit, 
or an ating the graces of the ſpirit z a prevention of drunken 


idle ſongs and mirth in private. Epheſ 5.18, 19, Be not drunk 
with wine, but be filled with the ſpirit, ng to your ſelves in Pſalms, 
* The Gr. Oc: or by* ſpeaking to your ſelves in Pſalms. 
 *n1 wit To burthen you with no more of mine own obſervations 


will bear it, touching the uſcfulnefle of finging; I will now refreſh you with 
compared with the notions of others upon this poine,ſo far as they ac* 
yec.as. cording to the rule. | 
Rabants Maurws whoſe name, and parts, and time you have 
& chronicled afore, ſaith, that into er and heavier minds 
* whom bare words do not ſo cafily move, the ſweetneſle of 
+» ogpanal makes ſome entrance for good things. So he. Soin 
Ewerds 93 Baſil, of whom alſoyou heard afore, ſaith; Whereas the ho» 
3 73 erciue ly Spirit ſaw that mankind is unto vertue hardly drawn, and 
To&y1r, 6. that righteouſneſle is the lefſe accounted of, by reaſon of the 
Baſil in P(al, pronnefle of our afte&tions to rhat which delighterh,ir pleaſeth 
___ thewiſdomofthe ſame Spirit to borrow from melodie that 
pleaſure, which mingled with heavenly myſteries, cauſeth the 
{moothneſle and ſoftnefſe of that which toucherh the eare to 
conveigh, as it were by ſtealth, the treaſure of good things in- 
to mans mind. To this purpoſe were thoſe harmonious tunes 
of Pſalms — - that which are in cares but you 
ortouching vertue as yet not grown to ripenelſle, 
might when they think _—_ learn. O the wiſeconceit of 
that heavenly teacher which hath by his skill found out a way 
that doing thoſe things wherein we delight, we may alſo learn 
that whereby we profit. So Baſi/. And experience ſpeaks for 
it- For when wecan hardly draw young people to other du- 
tics, they cheerfully learn and Pſalms. And thoſe that 
are ancient who cannot goab to and among the ſecular 
and civill joyes of men, can fit at home and{praiſe God with a 
Pialme. And every well minded family by finging can make 


them- 
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themſelves a little Church. And everic Church make them- 
ſelves a little Heaven. 10% 
Hooker ſaith, © That muficall harmonic if bux by voice,con- 
— ahd lowe ſounds is of that force,and hath ſach 
ay efte&s in that very part of man which is moſt dj- 
« yine, that ſome have been thereby induced to think that the 
«ſoul it ſelf by narure is, or bath in it harmony.A thing which 
« delighteth all ages, and beſcemeth all ftares. A thing as ſea- 
6 ſonable in grief, as in Joy 3 asdecent being added to ations 
<« of greateſt weight, and folemnitie, as being uſed when men 
© molt ſequeſter themſelves from ation. The reaſon hereof is 
< an admiradle facilitic which Muſick hath to exprefle;, and 
© repreſent to the mind moreinwardly then any other ſenfible 
< mean, the very ſtanding, rifing and falling, the ſteps and in- 
<« fle&ions every way, the turns, and varieties of all paſſions 
©e hereunto the mind isſubjeQ&; yea ſoro imitate them, that 
< whether it reſemble unto us the ſame ſtate, wherein our 
© minds already are, or a clean contrary weare not more con- 
© tentedly confirmed by the one, then changed and led away 
© by the other. In harmonie the very image , and charaQter 
© even of vertues and vice is perceived , 'the mind” delighted 
* with their reſemblances, and bronght by having them of- 
*ten iterated into a love of the things themſelves. Yea al- 
« though we lay altogether afide the conſideration of ditticor 
© matter, the yerie harmonie of ſounds being framed in due 
© ſort, and carried from the eare to the _— faculties of 
E oar ſoulg,is by a native puifſance and ic greatly avail- 
@ able to bring to a perfeft temper whatſoever is there trou- 
© bled 3a part as wellgo quicken the ſpirits, as to allay that 
© which is roocager kr againſt melancholie, and de- 
©ſpaire, forcible todraw forth tears of devotion; if the mind 
< be ſuch as can yeeld them. -Able both 'to move and mode- 
© rate all affe&tions. The Prophet Davidtherefore having fin- 
< gular skill not in Poetric alone, but in Muſick alſo, judged 
< them both tobe things moſt neceflaric for the honſe of God; 
© left behind him to that purpoſe a number of Divinitic- endi- 
©* ted Poems, for the railing mens hearts,and the ſweetning of 
'© their affeftions towards God. In which confiderations the 
* Church of Chriſt doth retain it to this day. Thus far _— 
o 
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To all which( if 'not eding from. a learned man pros 
feſſing Chriſtijanitie, but trom the mouth ofan Heathen) Chri- 


ſtian expericuee may ſeal to as moſt true. 
Zmchie\aith, ® Much and manifold is the uſe of this Mufick 


cc (viz. ot linging Plalms ) Il. Theglorie of God 1s held forth -» 


'© more illuſtrious, becauſe by this means the panes of God 
& contained in Pſalms, and Hymmes are celebrated more 
© magnificently and gloriouſly, with greater attention, and 
« admiration of the auditorie, then if they were recited with a 
© lower voice without ſinging. Which was the cauſe why the 
« Levites in ſetting forth the great benefits of God to the == 
© ple, did doit with ſweet harmonie. So: before the building 
© of the Temple, when they carried the Ark, they ſang with a 
* ſhrill yoice, Let Gd ariſe, and let hit enemies be ſcattered. And 
< when they returned conquerours they alſoſung, that there- 
© by the benefits of God might be better underſtood , more at- 
© tentively heard, and more princelike admired. As on the 
& other ſide, hereby the enemies were terrified. There is no 
< Prince but thinks himſelf more honoured by finging forth 
© his praiſe, then by recitall of the bare yoice, 

2 Uſe isthe manifold profit. 2 Mans ſpiritis much cheer- 
« ed by the ſweetneſle of the harmonie. As like is delighted 
«with like. For the mind of man is all harmonie, and there- 
© fore is much recreated with Muſick. Which the Heathens un- 
< deritood in, their parables of Orphers and Arien alluring the 
«tones after them by the harmonie of the Harp, to build: The- 
& bans. But thoſe. ſtories in the ſacred Scriptnre of Eliſba fitted 
© for prophelie, and Saxlpacified in ſpirit by Muſick, are moſt 
© certain. 2 The Spirit of God is ſtirrggup in us by finging. 
© So Epheſ. 5, Be filled with the Spirit, ſpeaking to your ſelves with 
6 Pſalms. And therefore it is apparent that this Mufick inthe 
*Churches is not onely lawfull; but neceſlarie. : 

& Addcto all, thatic is oft read-that the Angels ſang. 1ſa. 6. 
© They cried, that is, they ſang, Haly, haly, holy,ec. ſo at Chrilts 
© nativitie they ſang, Glory to God on high. Therefore it is a-di- 
&« yine and ccleſtiall thing. So far Zanch, 

Dr. Ames in his Caſes of Conſcience, 1. $x. © What uſe hath 
< {inging above ordinarie pronouncing? Arf. 1 It carriesto the 
< godly mind a certain ſweet delight. Pſal. 104. 34. 2 Ithath 

in 
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in it a more'diſtin& and fixed a—_—_ 3- A more co 
pious' and ample profeſſionof g yr 3:16, 4. A 
greater commanion'of mutuall yr agree in » with o- 


joy or ſorrow ? ore agreeable to am-5:13. Bac 
profirably it re the commemora paſt' forrowes, 
as appears by the penitentall Pſalms. As alſo ſometimes to re- 
move preſent ſorrow, Proy.25.20. | 


thers, Epheſ: 5. 19. - 2. Whether eo Jy Jam. atable to 


6, The wtjuſtneſſe of mens exceptions againſt ſin Pſalmes. 
| Their Ohh, ns anſwered. wy 


Thelaſt thing we have to doe tipon this queſtion » is to an- 
ſwer the obje&ions againſt finging of Pſalmes. And Iamſory 
ro find that godly perſons ſhould make ſome of the ſame obje- 
Eons, as / me malignant miniſters have ; as that becauſe 


Davids Pfalmes were put into on meetre by Mr. , 
Mr. Sternhold (who dobtleſſe were g - => or elſe the Char- 
ches of England newly refined = had not uſed 


them) that therefore it is not Jawfull to 7 avids Pſalmes. 
As a prophane Prieſt ſaid of late 2 that wha Engliſh 
Pſalms were Hopkins bis pigges. Tſayitis a fad thing when Chri 
ftians ſhall joyne with the eventith of Chriſt a Soft an ws 
nanceand praQice of Chriſt, who ſang in his Fengncge » yea 
likely in Syriacke, in which he continually ſpake and proach- 

ed. differ from the Hebrew in which Davids Pf; alms are you 
red as weld in our language. + 

1. The matter 


The objeftions are \* IÞ* forme Of Pſalms 


. . Tranſlation 
nes = 4. Some warrants ſeeming and linging- 


contrary 
5. Communion or fellowſip 


1. From the Matter- 


Sy is, that it is very doubtful! whether Chiiftor his 

np an DavidsPfalmes, or no. 
© Anſw-1: We bave no" warrant” 6f Scriptiite Fay ts the 
?ontrary, Chriſtians ſhouJd _ onely "Thar the w_ ure 
aflerts, 
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alerts, and todeny what the Scripture denies. 2. The ancient 
Hebrew copic of teGaſpetol Mattbiw hath it, Matth, 26. 30. 
YRDT-PR TW B23 When they bad fieeg oue of the Tebillims 
which is the nameor Title of Pavid/ Plalmes. :3.Under Palms 
and noſis: are. comprehepded all Pſalmes, unlefſewe will 
under Hymne comprehend eſpecially pfalmes of praiſe, aswe 
ſhewed afore. Now Davids Plalmey are {q full of praiſes, thac 
they areall called Tehil/im praiſes. - Therefore the Apoltles in 
that Epheſ.5. Coloff. 3. and Matth. 26. 3o. uſeth a Greek 
word of. the ſame fignification; namely wer, a Hymre. 
And JUprizarres, having fimg an Hymne. 4. The Apoſtles prayd 
a Plalme of David, viz. the ſecond Pſalme, Atts 4. 24. 25. 


And finging is nothing elſe but a moredeliberatediſtin&, pau- 


This is the 
obieRion of 
The certain 
Reaſons 
agaroft Sings 
ing. And of 
other: 


fing,and mediati aying. 5.It they compoſed other Palms, 
ſurethey (at leaft = of them) wonld pO left upon re- 
cord. as wel as we have upon record. lefler matters,as the peogla 
ſtrewing of Palme bcanches, &c- 6. If they ſang not Davids 
Plalmes at that time of the Supper, if they fang any other pen= 
ned P\alm,cither of Moſer or Deborah, it comes all to one.. 7. It 
is aid that the moſt reformed Churches ſhall fing the Plalmes 
pangntiande ipture ; astheſong of Moſerand the ſong of 

avid, witnelic Hallelujab, and Amen three or foure times in 


foure verſes, Rev.19.1,2,3,4- which words are very oft in Da- 


vids Plalms. Where the Scriptures quote Pſalms they would 
hayeustake it for granted that Davids Pſalms are meant. As 
Links 2444+ AG 1.20-13:35. Thereforethey are meant where is 
mention of finging Pſalms. | | 

2.0b;. from the Matter;that the matter ofour finging,fhould 
be ſomewhat immediatly diftated to us by rhe Spirit,or at leaſt 
weſhould compoſe Pſalms by the Spirit : For Paxtfaith, © 7 will 
ſing with the fpirit» And Ephel.5. Col. 3, Sing PEIGT Songs. , 

Anſ. Thoſeplaces are meant of ſpicitualMongs for themar- 
ter,not the maner of making, Of Paws ſinging in his own ik 
or mind,yet ſo as in a tongue that he might be underſtood. Now 
to the objeion,1.For the Spirits diQtating of matter preſently, 
fix for fingingwe lay it is giftnor found in one of 10thouſand 
Saints, if - a—_ —_— ea} aaa "gy motor = op” 
tions in all things. Toucning ve, Aſſurance , Praice, 
endthisot Singing k is an extraordinary gite it Miniſters or 
Chriſtians canſpeak divine Matter pertinently, upon the ſud- 


den extemporarily in preaching and exhorting any length of 
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time. Whothen ſhathe ableupon  fadden toſpeak ; 03atter and 
beth ng Focifn will nggoagh 


forme that is meeteryfe for ſinging. For ifmen will inggthough 
alone, any tune, and not yell out a confuſed noiſe, they mult 
meaſureont their words to a certain lengrh. And theri who 
canftndy matter and meeterall in the fame inſtant, and be de+ 
rd comrary;Drtfpemed ie ates Flſepcnnt 
ther the c Ty, David p! mes, Moſes! his 
Song, and both with exaCtnefſe and variety of vo. rag which 
argue not ſadden rapſodica!l finging. 2. We ſay that noChri- 
ſtians can ſing tagerher,becauſe their meditation? will differ,if 
not the mertertoo, and ſomake confuſion. | 
_ 2. ForChriſtiansddliberate compoling the matterofPlalms 
tobeſang in common, wehave no rule in the Scriprure to re- 
quirethat. Generally thoſe that penned the matter of Pſalms, 
Rs En Were of fc of praying ond preaching Rc Bo 
&<c.2. Weread of a a . 
ate: not of a rab-abr. gife viven by Chriftin the new Te- 
ſtament, toone aboye another,to compoſe the matter or dittics 
of Pſalms. If not, then 3. there will be a doubt whoſe Pſalms 
ſhall beſung, whether thoſe compoſed by this brother, or that 
brother. 3. Wepreferremans compoſall before Gods,where- 
asin op age prob is _ = ing and ad- 
minittr e communion,the Scripture is . For pray- 
inggthe Lords peaper is theplac-forme. And ſo by the {054 
ogic Davids Plalmes mortgage rp, all cokeep 
to the plat-formes'%of Scripture. 4-, Men are bur men. Vf in 
the matteror dittie : (for I donotnow ſpeake of meerer) there 
ſhonld be any nnfoandnefſe of dofrine, by cufome and the 
mufick,the people would fall in love with it,and as Zarchyſaith 
_ well,there would be no removing it- 
all Churches ſhould have their ſeveral meeters for finging, 
it would not ſotend rothe union of Churches,, and: anticipa- 
ting of emulations. Bur if all Chriſtians ſhoald beleft tocom- 
eſeycrall ſpiritual ſongs upon all varicties of occafions, 
the ws depen phe forced to ſpend much time in metricall 
compoſalls, and yet not. haveone ina readineſſe firable tg a 
new emergent occafion, whenthe canſe and the cheerful mind 
call fort; andthe weak ſhall never fing,becauſe they can comm 
poſe none at all. TS Ra ora as 
' For a gegerall cloſe to all es. is obje&ed of ſinging mn 
- 2 the 
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the ſpirit, and worſhipping. inſpirit, Joh. 4. We ſay, Thatwe 
may ting DamdsPlalmes, and poringwi the ſpicit, As.prea* 
- ching the text of the Goſpel is a miniltery of the Spirit, 2. Cor. 
3- And ſo in ufing Scripture forms of baptizing and holy Sup- 
petathoÞirk doth come in with it;the more weſay,or pray,or 
ing the words of the Spirit, the more dowe thoſe according to 
the mind of the Spiric.. AY what the Spirit ſnggelts, is, what it 
hath already written,and for us to uſe, as Rom.15.4.#hatſoever 
was written afore time,was for our learning, that we through patience, 
aud comfort of the S. cripturesgmight bave hope. | 
3. ara from the matter, RG, Is not ({ay ls rraſons 
againlt finging) thi a confuſed pra, 0 weſhall offer. to him 
the REIN Bae ? T rt giving to God bus exhortation againg 
and leaving the dxty undome. 1: not this ſaxfull to anſwer God in his own 
words ? God commands his people to praiſe him : Now for us to taks 
thoſe words God fpeakes to us , and fpeak them to God again, 
thereby think we have done the duty, when indeed we leave the duty nn 
done- Thitss ſinful. wmgy 
Anſw. Why may we not as well ſing to God what God ſayes 
tous, as well as pray that in prayer which God ſaith. to us. 
David did borh, PL . 27. Thou (Lord) ſaydſt, ſeek ye my face : My 
beart anſwered, Thy face Lord will 1. ſeek. David thinks he praiſeth 
God in ſong, by ſinging exhortations to praiſe. Pſal. 136, Sec 
the firſt three verſes, and the laſt verſe. So Pſal. 145. Pſal. 149. 
Pſal. 150. As Luther ſaid, Praying #4 the beſt preparation to prayer 
then we ſet pon it in Gods ſtrength. But in meditation in our own 
frrength. . So ſure ſinging exhortations to prayery/is an excellent 
preparation to ſing praiſes. And therefore David begins many 
of his Pſalms with exhortations to-praiſe. T 


2 ſort of Obje&ions are from the Form. 


x Obj. Set forms in ſinging Pſalms are invented by.men...So 
the Certain Reaſons. | 3 FP TOE 
1 Anſw. If turning Davids Pſalms into Engliſh Mecter be hu- 
mane invention when the matter is purely divine Scripture; 
how mach more may that be ſaid to be humane, inyention 
whenthe matter and form is compoſed by youthat make this 
Objc&ion. 2 By the ſame Argument you may call compoling 
of Sermons humane inventions. Ve 
2 0b. 
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2 Obj. Fromthe Form is, That che {inging of Davids Pſalms 
in our Engliſh Mectec is an impolition impoſed by men. So the 
Certain Reaſons. 
1 Anſw. There was never any Law,or Canon, or, &c. extant 
that I know to impoſe our Engliſh Meeter on the Churches. 
All that is ſaid is in the Title to: the finging Pſalms, viz. Set 
forth and allowed to be ſung in Churches, and private Families to pre= 
vent ungodly Balads. Here is no impoſition, but onely per ny 
men may ling them, and not ſang them, and yet not be puniſh- 
ed. Forin all the prelaticall perfecutions, men were never 
perſecuted for omitting to ling then publickly or privacely. 
2. That were a farce greater impoſition, if (as we haye ſeen 
inſtance) men fhall compoſe., Palms. or.ſpiricuatl Songs for 
matter and form, and read them to the Church upon the ſud- 
| dento ling, without the adviſe of the Chacch whether they 
were orthodox or no, and without their allowance and leave 
that they ſhould be-uſed by che Church; and ſo cauſing mento 
offer up to God initantly that which they did not well know 
what it was andſocould not ling with that faith and affe- 
&ion as they ought: doubting what might follow in the next 
line, not having any ſight of it intheir books, nor any impreſ(- 
fion of it in their memories, whether it were. warrantable or 
no, to the great offence of ſome of the Congregation. 
3 Obj. From the Formis that it is Licurgical » and Cathe» 
drall, as in Pauls and Weſtminſter, $c. So thoſe Reaſons. . . 
Anſ. Davids Pſalms ſung ſome phraſes in our Engliſh Meeter 
differ. mmch from Cathedrall finging, which.is ſo abominable, 
in which is ſung almolt every. thing, unlawtull Lecanies,. and 
Creeds, and other proſenot framedin Mecter fit for- finging. 
Beſides they do not let all the Congregation, neither fing,nor 
underitand what is ſung ; battologizing and quavering over the 
ſame words vainly. Yea nor doall they fingrogether 5; bur firit 
one ſings an Anthem, then half the Chore, then che. other, tot- 
fing the Word of God like a Tenice-ball-. Then all ct od 
gether with confaled ;.oue, This we utterly diſlike as moſtun- Hiern. on 
lawfull. As Hieronizs of old declaimed juiil inſt it, calling 5: Bpheſ, 
it, Muſicam Theatralem, Stage play linging« And Avgnſtive, 4 ſinr Arg. Confeſe 
dying of Muſick rather thenheaven'y melodie and devition-: And the 
glote quipping it with two verlts- 5 _ 
3 on 
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Non v9x ſed votum, non muſica corduls, ſed cor: 
Non clamor, ſed amor, pſallit in auve Dei. 


Soul yows, not ayrie voice, 
Not Art, but heare God hears: 
Not loud noiſe, but love joyes 
Make Mulick in Gods cares. 


3 0hj. from the form. The Prophets, Chrift, or his Apoſifes 
never praiſed God by any form invented by man, butupon all 
occaſions by the powerfull operation of the Spirit. 2 Pet. 2. 21. 
Hoh men of God ſake «s they were moved by the holy Ghſt. So thoſe 

aſons. : 

1 Anſw. This text is not meantof finging , and exprefling 
oy we mo > the wn of oo Ba of _—_— 

inarie inſpiration e Spirit direQting infallibly ſome 
eds men, Prophets, Apoſtles, &c. ro the divine 
texts of Scriptures. Among which wefind in other _—_ 
that they penned ſome Pl: and fpirituall Songs ; and ſang 
them themſelves, and MARIN eft tliem to the Churches 
co ling. Exod. 15. 1. Ther ſes and the Children of Iſrael this 
Song. 2 Chron. 35. 25. ah lamented Joſich , and all the 

ging men and finging women ſpake of Foſiah in their lamentations 
to this day, and them an ordinance in Iſrael, and behold they are 
written inthe Lamentations.That is, in the Lamentations of Fe- 
remiah, penned with great varictie of meeter, as they that cati 
bur read Hebrew may ſee ſomewhat of it. And what is the 
meaning ofthe titles of the Pſalms (which are very Text )To * 
vhe cbz an nt og ty 6 A Pſalm for the for f 
Korah: A Plalme for the Sabbath day: A Pfalm of degrees,of | 
there are many, which excellent Pſalms were appointed 
'tobe ſung upon the ſtairs of the Temple in the beginning of 
their pablick worſhip, and therefore ſome tranflare, Pfalms of 
or for the qr 94 is the meaning of all theſe titles of 
the Pſalms, if nor lett tothe Churches _ ? 

2 Anſw. If onely G—_—_— that can ſpeak as they 2 Per. 
1. laſt, thennone muſt fling. For propheſie is ceaſed , Apoſtles 
and-extraordinarie men ceaſe. - | 

3 Anſw. Either the Churches muſt fing theſe ſpiritnal 
Plalms and Songs compoſed in Scrixture, orelſeſome of their 
own 
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own compoſing ; or none. Not none, for it is an ordinance en- 
joyncd in the New Teſtament,as-you have heard fully proved. 

you ling thoſe of your own compoling ; they are rather i#« 
vented by men, and :mpo/ed by men, then the Plalms of David, 
&c. turned into Englith meeter. For in this we fing for matter, 
and words a5nzer as may be, onely that which was invented 
and impoſed by the holy,Ghoſh, __... , =— 

3- fart of Objezers arefrom thetra»ſl2tion of David; Plalms 
into Engliſh m This is an objeftion of a later ſtamp, then 
the Certain Reaſons. Some fay that that tranſlation is full of cor- 
ruptions. Others ſpeak more grolly, that ic hath many yes 


in, it. ai” 
Aupy. We ftand not hereto juſtific corrupt tranſlations.Nor * 
onthe other fide mag talk of lyes in them, till they 
know what a lyeis- Ey ſpeaking an untruth by miſtake is 
not a lye; but a lycis,to falſe and to know it , and yet 
vent it to the deceiving of the hearer. Mentiri oft contra mentem 
zre, ſaid Auguſt. Tolye is to ſpeak againſt ones conſcience. And 
Hendacem eſt falſa vec ſuznificatio, cum intentione fallendi. Ang. lib. 
de mendacium. To lye us to utter a falſhood with an intent to deceive. 
Dare any ſay,that Mr. Sternbold and Mc. Hopkins, &c-that tran- 
ſltcd Davids Plalms into Engliſh meeter,did wilfully miſtake, 
with an intent to deceive 4he Churches? Could they haye 
done it, and other learned men never find them out in their 
ſtudic todeceive? As for corruptions in tranſlating, it ſhould 
ſeertheir endeavour was to-avoid themas much as th 
could, mach more lying» For the Title of the finging Pſalms 
_ ſaith, that theiggranſlation wasconferred with the Hebrew. 
Durtt zhis title be {o lang prieedgt for the generall it had not 
beenzrue? Would the rches, and Martyrs have ſo long 
uſed them, if in ſome good meaſure had-not been faith- 
fully done ? What can there be done of men but .Rill it will 
appear as done by men; namely, imperfe&. All tranflations 
that ever were of the Bible in any language either of rhe 
Schools, as Greek and Latin, or of Nations, have many mi- 
Kakes ; therefore ſhall we read none of them? The Churches 
knew there were many faults in the old Engliſh Tranſlation of 
our Bibles ; did they therefore i]}to read it till they had a bet- 
ter? So hath the: laſt and beſt Engliſh Tranſlations _ | 
| miſtakes 
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miſtakes known to the Churches, therefore ſhall we not 
uſe it till we have a more exa&? Do we ever look tor perfetion 
before the great reſtitmtion of all things ? If any do tranſlate as 
necr as they can, and totheſence, the holy Ghoſt accepts of it. 
The Greek Tranſlation is full of miſtakes ; yet the Apoſtles al- 
ledgeth thar'oft in theNew Teſtament, where they tranſlate 
neer the ſence, though they miſſe inthe phraſe. The very He- 
brew text it ſelf of the Old Teſtament, hath $00 diverſe rea- 
dings. And ſometimes the holy Ghoſt in the New Teftament 
takes the one, ſometimes the other, ſomerimes both. There is 
one miſtake, a groſſe one in all the Jews Bibles,P [z1.22.16.where 
they put 'NXD kaari, As a Lyon, for IND or NN kaara for to 
zerce, which the holy Gholt corre&s. Marth. 27. 35.Andin the 
ew Teſtament in Greek there are above a thouſand diverſe 
readings. Shall we therefore caſt _ the whole Bible? Oft 
writing and printing will cauſe miſtakes in any books. God 
hath promiſed indeed to keep his word to an 79a, to a tittle. 
But not in this or that particular individzall Copie, or Tranſla- 
tion. Bur in ſecie, among all we ſhall find all the truth. So for 
men, God doth not reyeal all minuts of truth to every manybut 
to all his Churches in generall, of Jews and Gentiles, that we 
may not be perfe& the one without the other. Now then what 
will the Objeftors do, if they will compoſe Pſalms of their 
own heads ; muſt not they follow thoſe Tranſlations they un- 
derſtand ? If ſo, that they dowill not be perfet.I ſpeak nor all 
this, as if againſt a better Tranſlation of the Pſalms into Eng- 
liſh Meeter, I do with the reformed Churches earneſtly defire 
it. But I would not have an Ordinance laid afide( with ſcans 
dall to the Brethren) becauſe we cannot have it in perfeftion. 
4. ſort of Obje&ons is touching our warrant to ling Davids 
Pſalms in Engliſh Meeter. 
1.0j. Whether that be not againſt ir, 1 Coy. 14. 26. How 5s it 
then brethren ? when je come together, every one of you hath a Pſalm,hath 
a dofrine, bath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let 
all things be done to edifying. 
Anſw. Touching warrant in generall, we have anticipated 
our anſwer here, al} along afore. As for that place, 1 Cor:14.26. 
we cannot conceive the Apoſtle more to forbid Pſalms then dr» 


Grines, interpretations, &c. which no rationall 'man will think 
| ; to 
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tobe forbidden. The ſcope of the Apolſile is evidently manifeſt 
to be onely to admoniſh them to do all things in pu So and ro 
edification. Sorhe<loſe of the verſe, and v. 27.29. 30.31. +» 

©. But doth not this place hold out tous, that one one! 
in theCongregation ſhould fing, and all the Congregation 4 
lently attend ? - 

Anmſ. *If weſuppoſe that this place ſhould intimate that *7/;4. Are- 
ſometimes, a godly brother upon ſome ſpeciall occaſions ha» tium, vetws 
ving compoſed a ſpirituall ſong, the congregation hath given E:cleſiznor: 
leaveto him to fing it in the Congregation,whiles they filently un; omniz 
attended, as at other times to a Sermon,or the publick prayer; imponebat,ſed 
yet this cannot inferre that alwayes it ſhould be ſo,orthat the alzus legebat, 
Congregation might not fing together ; for the texts alledged 2lius inter= 
in the 1. Head, the _ of ſinging, clearly evince that Chur- pretabatur, 
ches did, and may fing evenall the Congregation altogether. alius addebat 

2 0Lj. Touching warrant, is: How we can fing thoſe Pſalms ſum Judici- 
that are hiſtoricall that belonged to other times and men? xm, alius pre 
And how we can ling thoſe that contain divine direfull impres ces habebat, 
cations. alins cane= 

Anſ: © We may ( ſaith Door Ames ) ting thoſe hiſtoricall bat,e+c.Aret. 
© ones, by meditating as we fing todraw thence conſolation ia i Cov. 1 4+ 
« and confidence according to Rom. 15. 4.And, we muſt tothat 25. 
«end,take upon us the perſon either of thoſe that compoled 
*them, or of them of whom they were compoſed,that we may 
* think what is ſaid by them, or touching them, is ſaid ſome 
« how even tous. And for thoſe imprecating Pſalms, 1. (ſaith 
© he) we may meditate in ſinging on the formidable dread of 
« God againſt impenitent finners. 2. We may pray in ſinging 
* that will haiten his juſt judgements on the incurable 
& enemies ofthe Church; though not againſt our private per- 

5 ſonall adverſaries. | | 

3 0bj, Touching warrant is: Tnat in turning Davids Pſalms 
into, and ſinging them, ix Mecter with adding and changing 
of words, is adding to, if not diminiſhing from the text of 
Davids Plalms ; on which adding and diminithing is pro noun- 
ced a curſe. Revel.22.18,19.Demt.4-2. Prov.30.6. 

Anſ. There is no adding, bur onely explaining ; even as we 
do in tranſlating the Bible, and in alledging texts in Serm ons, 
applying them to particular purpoſes; ſo that unlefle you dare 
ſay that theſe are unlawful, you m_ not ſay the other _ 

aws 
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lawfull. The Lord requires no more of us in ſuch ufing che 
Scriptures but to keep to the ſence;as is plain a thouſand times 
over in the Apoftles alledging inthe New Teſtament places out 
of the Old. 
The fifth and laſt ſorts of Objeftions are from communion 
and fellowſhip with wicked men in the duty of finging Pſalms. 
Anſ.It we may not fing in a mixed Congregation, then not 
pray. For ſinging for the moſt part is but more deliberate me- 
ditationall praying. It we may not pray in a mixt congrega* 
tion; then we muſt not have the Word preached (which is a 
gathering ordinance belonging to all) blefſed to the auditoric 
by prayer. Chriſt praied amidſt unbeleeyers. Joh. 11. v. 41. 45. 
Telos lifted up hns eyes, and ſaid, T thank thee O F ather, & c. Then ma= 
ny of the Jews beleeved on him- Other places might be alledged 
bur for haſt. As his giving thanks when he miraculouſly fed 
the multitudes with a few loaves and fiſhes. And Joh. 12. 27,28, 
29. ſee before, &c. after there was a mixed multitude abour 
him. Todecline praying in a mixt congregation, is to lay a 
footing for audeing of prayer in families, and ſq to.let them 
liveas Atheiſts. P/z/. 14. As for the holy Communion, it doth 
intimate us to be, and integrate and ſeal ns into one-bodie, 
(the bodie of Chriſt, is his Church YIt doth ſuppoſe us to be 
one lump, 1 Corinth. 5. one bread, 1 Corinth. 10. It is an or- 
dinance to give one life to them that haye ſome alreadie. 
And therefore in this Ordinance none but ſuppoſed Saints 
or beleevers may joyne with us. But for ſinging, the ſound 
is natzrall, the tune art ficiall, (in which is no ſpirituall commu= 
nion at all) and for the matterit is common as other places of 
Scripture to all. Laſily for mamrer, it they fling aright with faich 
and affeion;they are meet for Communion therin. If not,they 
fing not ar all ſpiritually, and ſo we have-no true fellowſhip 
with them ;Juſt as we may ſay as much of praying: Men may 
haply cavill againſtthis anſwer ; but let them reſt ſatisfied till 
they can ſhew us a word to exclude the mixed multitude from 
praying and finging as we have, from Communions. Fames 
writing to the twelve-Tribes {ſcattered abroad, Jam.1. 1. bids 
them ling Pſalms, Jam. 5. 13. I may ſay of this caſe here, as 
once was ſaid in humane ancient ſtories touching parricide, 
there was no Law anciently made againſt it, becauſe it was 
ſuppoſed never any child would be fo annaturall as to-kill his 
Parent. . 
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parent: So nocaſuiſt or controverſie moves this doube of fing- 
ing Pſalms in a mixt congregation : therein all-learned men 
are ſilent, as ſuppoſing none would be fo unſpirituall as to 
ueſtion it. 

To cloſe up all. You have heard what we can ſay for the de- 
fence of theJawfulneſle tofing as we doin our Engliſh Chur- 
ches; wherein we concur with all reformed Churches. As that 
of Germany, where Luther would call for the 46 Pſalm in his 
troubles; And Z.mchie would ſay, By any means ſing the Pſalms Zanch. on 
and Hynmes of the Scriptures, for the bringing in of others will be of Epheſ.5, 
dangerous conſe e- Of Scotland, where Buchananwas 1o taken de Muſic. in 
ws it, that he moſt elegantly turned the Pſalms into Latin Ecclef. 
Meeter. Of the Greek Churches, of- the French, of Hol.md, of 
New-England; all which have for that purpoſe tranſlated Da- 
vidsPſalms into Meeter in their own tongues. Even as at this 
day (as Iam affured from them that have beeneare witneſſes) 
the Jews in their Synagogues ſing the Pſalms of Davidin their 
own Hebrew tongue. So that belides all that hath been ſaid, 
we havethecuſtonie of all the reformed Churches of God; and 
this is notto bedeſpiſed *;but rather they that yetwill notbe «, > ,, .5 
ſatisfied are to be put by with that of the Apolile in another, | 
caſe, If any man ſeem to be contentious, (as to lay aſide finging of 
Davids P\alms) we have no ſuch cuſtome, nor the Churches of God. In 
the ſame 1 Cor. 11. 16, 


A Diſcourſe of our worthy Brethren of New-Exglandgdeclaring 
their grave Judgement touching not onely the lawfulnefle, but 
alſo the neceſſity of the heavenly Ordinance of ſinging Scrip- 
ture P/a/mrin Meeter in the Churches of God. Which Difſ- , 
courle comingto the hand of th: Author, after he had finiſhed his 
weak T raft, he though: good co annex for ſtrengthening 
kis, and ſerling rhe doubting Chriſtiin, 
f Bow finging of Pſalms, though it breath forth nothing bur 
holy harmony, and melodie : yet ſuch is the ſubtiltic of 
the enemie, and the enmity of our nature againſt the Lord,and . 
his waies, that our hearts can find matter of diſcord in this 
harmonie, and crotchets of diviſion in this holy melodie: for, 
There haye been three queſtions eſpecially ſtirring concerning 
linginz. Firſt, what Pſalms areto be ſung in Churches? whe- 
ther Davids and other Scripture Pſalms, or the Pſalms invent- 
ed by the gifts of godly men in every age of the Church? Se- 
condly, if Scripture —_ — eir own words, or in 
| 2 ſuch 
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ſuch meeter as Engliſh poetric is wont to run in? Thirdly, by 
whom are they to be ſung ? whether by the whole Churches 
eogether wich their voices? or by one man finging alone, 
and the reſtjoyning in ſilence, and in the cloſe ſaying, Amen. - 

Touching the firſt, certainly the finging of Davids Pialms 
was an acceptable worſhip of God, not in his own,burin 
ſucceeding times. As in Solomons time, 2 Chron. 5.13. in Jehoſa+ 
phate time, 2 Chron. 20. 21. in Ezrahis time, Ezrz 3. 10, 11. and 
thertext is evident, in Hezekiabs time they are commanded to 
ſing praiſe in the words of David, and Aſaph, 2 Chron. 29. 30. 
which one place may ſerve toreſolve two of the queſtions ( the 
firſt and the laſt) at once, for this commandment was it cere* 
moniall or morall? ſome things in it indeed were ceremoniall, 
as their muficall Inftruments, &c. but what ceremonie was 
there in finging praiſe with the words of David and Aſaph? 
what if David was a type of Chriſt, was Aſaph alſo? was ev 
thing of David typicall ? are his words (which are of mani, 
univerſall, and perpetuall authoricie in all nations and ages) 
are th typicall? what type can be imagined in making uſe 
of his ones to praiſe the Lord ? If they were typicall becauſe 
theceremonieot muficall Inſtruments was Joyned with them, 
then their prayers were alſo typicall, becauſe they had that 
ceremony of incenſe admixt with them : bat we know that 
prayer then was a morall dutie, notwithſtanding the incenſe; 
and ſo ſinging thoſe Palms notwithſtanding their muſicall 
Inffruments. Beſide, that which was __—_ ( as that they 
wereſung with muſicall Inftruments,by the twenty foure or- 
ders of Prieſts and Levites. 1 Chron.25.9.) muſt have the morall 
and fpiritua}l accompliſhment in the New Teftament, in all 
the Churches of the Saints principally, who are made Kings 
and Prieſts, Rev. 1. 6. and are the its unto God. Rev.14. 
4. asthe Levites were, Numb. 3. 45. with hearts and lips,inſtead 
of muficall Inftruments, topraiſe the Lord ; who are ſet forth 
(as ſome Judicioufly think) Rev. 4. 4. by twenty foure Elders, 
inthe ripe age of the Church, Gat.4. 1, 2, 3. anſwering to the 
twenty foure orders of Prieſts and Levites, 2 Chron.25.g. There» 
fore not ſome ſele& members, but the whole Church is com- 
manded to teach one another in all the ſevera)l ſorts of Davids 

Pſalmes , ſome being called by himſelfe 2171175: Plalms, 

ſome yy Hymnes, ſome yy: ſpiritual _ 
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that if the finging Davids Palms be a morall dutie and rthere- 
fore —_ z then weunder the New Teſtament are bound 
ro fing as well as they under the old : and if we are ex» 

elly commanded to fing Plalms,Hymnes,and ſpiritual ſongs, 
then cither we muſt fing Davids Pſalms, or elle may affirm 
they are not ſpirituall ſongs :zwwhich being penned by an ex» 
traordinarie gitr of the Spirit, for the ſake tally of Gods 
ſpirituall Iſrael ; not to be read and preached onely (as other 

arts of holy Wrir) but to be ſung alſo, they are therefore moſt 

f pirituall, and till to be ſung of all the Iſracl of God: and ye- 
rily as their fin is exceeding great, who will allow Davide 
Pſalms (as other Scriptures) to be read in Churches ( which is 
one end) bur not to be preached alſgy (which is another end) 
ſo their ſin is crying betore God, who will allow them to be 
read and preached, but ſeek todeprivethe Lord of the glorie 
of the third end of them, which is to fing rhem in Chriſtian * 
Churches. . 

Ohj. 1. It itbe ſaid that the Saints in the primitive Church 
did compile ſpirituall ſongs of their own inditing , and fing . 
them before the Church. 1 Cor. 14, 15, 16. . 

Anſ. We anſwer firſt, that thoſe Saints compiled theſe ſpiri- 
tuall ſongs by the extraordinarie gitrs of the ſpirit (Common 
in thoſe dayes) whereby they were inabled to praiſe the Lord 
in ſtrange tongues,wherein learned Parexs proves thoſe Plalms 
were uttered, in his Comment on that place, ver. 14. which ex- 
traordinarie gifts, if they were till in the Churches, we ſhould: 
allow them the like 1ibertie now. Secondly , ſuppoſe thoſe 
Pſalms were ſung by an ordinary gift (which we ſuppoſe can» 
not be eviced)doth it therefore follow that they did not, and 
that we ought not to fing Davids Pſalms ? nauſt the ordinarie 
pitts of a private man quench the ſpirit {till ſpeaking to us by 
the extraordinarie gifts of his ſervant David ? there is not the 
leaſt foot-ſtep of example, or precepr, or colour of reaſon for 
ſuch a bold praRtiſe. | 

0:3.2. Miniſters are allowed to pray conceived prayers, and 
why not to. fing conceived Pſalms? mult wenot fing inthe ſpj- 
rit as well as pray in theſpiric ? . 

Anſ. Firſt, becauſe every good Miniſter hath not a gitt of 
ſpirituall poetry to compoſe extemporaric Pſalms as he hath 
of prayer. Secondly, ſuppoſe be _ yetſccing Pſalms are No 
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beſung by a Joynet conſent and harmony of all the Church in 
hearr Ar 4 voice (as weſhall prove)this cannot be done ex 
he that compoſeth a Pſalm , bringeth into the Church ſer 
forms of P{alms of his own invention; for which we find no 
warrant or preſident in any ordinarie officers of the Church 
throughout the Scriptures. Thirdly, becauſe the book of 
Pſalms is ſo compleat a Syſtem of Pſalms, which the- holy 
Ghoſt himſelf in infinite wiſedome hath:made to ſute all the 
conditions,neceſlities,zempations, affeftions, &c. of men in all 
-ages ; (as moſt of all our interpreters onthe Pſalrues have fully 
and particularly cleared) therefore by this the Lord ſeemeth to 
ſtop all mens mouthes and minds, ordinarily tocompile or fing 
any other Pſalmcs (undengolour that the occafions and cons 
ditions of the Church are new, &c.) for the publick uſe of the 
Church ; ſeeing, let our condition be what it will, the Lord 
himſelfehath ſupplied us with farre- better : And therefore in 
Hezekiahs time , though doubtlefle there were among them, 
thoſe that had extraordinary gifts to compile new ſongs on 
thoſe new occafions,a s1/a:ah and Micah, &c. yet we read, that 
they are commanded to ling in the words of Davidand Aſaph, 
which were ordinarily to bo uſed in the publick worfhip of 
God: And we doubt not but thoſe that are wiſe will eafily ſee ; 
that thoſe ſet formes of Pſalmes of Gods own appointment, 
not of mans conceived gift, or humane impoſition, were ſung 
inthe Spirit by thoſe holy Levites,as well as their prayers were 
in thc Spirit which themſelves conceived , the Lord not then 
binding them therin to any ſet formes ; and ſhall ſet formes of 
. Plalmes appointed of God , not be ſung in the Spirit now, 
- which others did then ? | 
Sueſtion. But why may not one compoſe a Pſalme and fin 

it alone with a ls voyce, and the reitjoyne with him in ft- 
lence,and inthe cnd ſay, Amen ? 

Anſw. If ſuch a praftice was found in the Church of Co- 
rinth, when any had a Palme ſuggeſted by an extraordinary 

ift, yet in finging ordinary Pſalmes, the whole Church is to 

ynetogether in heart and voyce to praiſe the Lord. For- 

Firſt, Davids Pſalmes as hath been ſhewed, were -ſung in 
heart and voyce together , by the twenty foure Orders of the 
Muſicians of the T-mple, who typed out the twenty foure El- 
ders, all the members eſpecially of Chriſtian-Churches, Rev. 
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5.8: whoare made Kings and Prieſts to God, to praiſe him as 

did : for if there were any other order of finging Chori- 

ſters belide the body of the people to ſucceed thoſe, the Lord 

would doubtlefle have given dire&ion in the Goſpel for their 

—_—— election,maintenance, &c. as he did tor the My- 

cians of the Temple,and as his faithfulnefle hath done for all 
other Church-officers in the New Teſtament. 

Secondly,others beſide the Levites(the chiefe Singers) inthe 
Jewiſh Church,did alſo ling the Lords ſongs; elſe why are they 
commanded frequently to ling,as in Pſal.100. 1,2,3.Pfal. gg. 1, 
2,3. Pſal. 102. Title,with v. 18. and Exod, 15.1. not only Afoſer, 
bur all Iſrael ſang that ſong; they ſpake ſaying (as it is in the 
orig-)all as well as Moſer, the women allo as well as the men, 
ver. 20, 21. and Deut. 32. ( whereto ſome think Fobn had refe- 
renceas well as to Exod.15.1. when he brings in the Proteſtant 
Churches getting the victory over the beaſt with Harps in their 
hands,and ſinging the ſong of Moſer,Rev.15.3.) this ſong Mo- 
ſeris commanded not only tor put into their hearts, but into 
their monthes alſo,Deut. 31. 19. which argues they were with 
their mouthes to ling it together as well as with their hearts. 

Thirdly,T/aiah foretells in the dayes of the new Teſtament, 


that Gods watchment and deſolate loſt ſouls ({ignified by waſt 


-_ ſhould with their voices fing together,Iſa.52. 5. 9. and 
ev. 7. 9, 10. the ſong of the Lanib was by many together, and 
the Apolte expreſly commands the inging of Plalms, Hymnes, 
& c-not to any ſele&Chriſtians,but tothe whole Church, Eph. 
5. 19.Co1.3.16. Pawl and Si/a ſang together in prbrang Adts 16. 
25. and muſt the publick heare only one man ting? To all theſe 
we may addethe praftice of the primitive Churches, the teltj- 
ſtimony of ancient and holy Bzſz/, is in ſtead of many, Epiſt. 63. 
When ,one of us( ſaith, he ) hath begun a Pſalme, the reſt 
of us ſet in to fing with him, allof us with one heart and 
one voyce ; and this, ſaith he, is the common praQice of the 
Churches of Egypt,Lybia, Thebes, Paleſtina, Syria,and thoſe 
that dwell on Euphrates, and generally _ where, where 
ſinging of Pſalmes is of any account. To theſame page alſo 
Euſebixs gives witnefle, Ecelef. hiſt. 1ib. 2.cap. 17; The objeQtions 


\ made againſt this, doe moſt of them plead againſt joyning to 


in heart as well as in w2yce, as that by this means] others out 


__ Chucch will fing,as alſo that we are not alway in a Lf 
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alt rhe 
cteatures in heaven,carth,ſeas, men; beaſts, fiſhes, fowles, &c. 
commanded to praiſe the Lord, and yet none of theſe bur 


tw. for the ſcruple that ſome take at the tranſlation-of the 
book of Pſalms into meerer,becauſe DavidsPlalmes were ſung 
in his own words without meeter : we anſwer. Firtt, rhereare 
© -many verſes together in ſeverall Pſlalmes of David, which run 
in rithmes (as thoſe that know the Hebrew , and as Baxtorf 
ſhewes, Thefax. p. 629.)which ſhewes at leaſt the lawfulnefle of 
ſinging Pſalmes in Engliſh rithmes. IS 0D-It 9 
| | Secondly,the Pſalmes are penned in ſuch verſes as are furable 
Ez -\ .to the Poetry of the language, and notinthe common 
Fr. - Nile of ſuch orher books of the old Teſtament, a3 are not, poeti» 
.- call; mn nee mu mark but _ all the mW of _ 
- Obſerve Rez. Scriptureſbould by Gods ordinance be extang.Qin the mother 
- ger that this' kevin of each nation, that they may be: underſtood of all + 
| Notegvizt. Hencethe Pſalms are to betranflated into our Engl hoagne : 
Se Me * and if in'our Ehgliſhrongaewe are to ſing the aSall our 
' Hede on Engliſhſongs (according to the courſe of our Engliſh Poetry) 
- #by 5. dorunin meeter,ſo ought Davids Pſalms to be tranſlated inrs 
oves thatic Twecter;that ſo we may ſing the Lords ſongs, as invar Engliſh 
ſo far from tongue, ſo in ſuch verſes as are familiar tQ an En - E4TE, 
| being unlawfulyhich are commonly Merrical : and as it can be no jaſtoffence 
| for 3 woman -+q any good conſcience to fing Davids Hebrew ſongs tv Eng 
P he is rs ©ſh words, ſo 'nejher to fing his Poericall verſes in Eng 
” mirtedro hea Hh Pocticall mieeter {men might as well ftamble at lingingehe 
; inthe Church, Hebrry Pſalmsin onr Englifh tunes '(and not in the 


© Local as beans 1£5) and not in | 
R- ur 2 cording to the Poetry of the Hebrew language: but the erath 
-propheſſing is,astheLord hath bid from us the Hebrew tynes,leſt we ſhould 
| © £faythis noce think our ſelves bound to imitatethemy fo alfothe conrie and 
| | beiogomirted $1me(for the moſt part)of their Hebrew Poetry,that we mighr 
- muſt be reg; Dt think onr ſelves bound to imirare that, bur that every na« 


ed thicher yiz, 08 Without ſcruple might follow as the graver ſort of tunes 
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nienand godly men roo, can doe it with ſpirituall underſtan- 


+ that in ſinging runes) as at ſinging them in Engliſh mecter(which are our vers. 
3 ) (4 verſes as are generally uſed by David ac». 


-x0ps. . li. of their own countrey ſongs, fb the praver ſort of verſes of their. 
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